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do you see the fun of it ? The excesses about caste distinc-
tions obtain most among peoples who are least honoured
among mankind.
Steamships are generally much bigger than sailing
ships. The steamships that ply across the Atlantic are
just half as much bigger than the "Golconda'V The ship
on which I crossed the Pacific from Japan was also very
big. In the centre of the biggest ships are the first class
compartments with some open space on either side ; then
comes the second class, flanked by the "steerage" on
either side. At one end are the sailors' and sen-ants'
quarters. The steerage corresponds to the third class, in
which very poor people go as passengers, as, for instance,
those who are emigrating to America, Australia, etc. The
accommodation for them is very small and the food is
served not on tables but from hand to hand. There is no
steerage in ships which ply between England and India,
but they take deck-passengers. The open space between
the first and second classes is used by them for sitting or
sleeping purposes. But I did not notice a single deck-
passenger bound for a long journey. Only in 1893, on my
way to China, I found a number of Chinamen going as
deck-passengers from Bombay to Hongkong.
During stormy weather, the deck-passengers suffer
great inconvenience, and also to a certain extent at ports
when the cargo is unloaded. Excepting in the hurricane-
deck which is on top of all, there is a square opening
in all other decks, through which cargo is loaded and un-
loaded, at which times the deck-passengers are put to some
trouble. Otherwise, it is very pleasant on the deck at night
from Calcutta to Suez, and in summer, through Europe
also. When the first and second dass passengers are about
to melt in their furnished compartments on account of the
excessive heat, then the deck is almost a heaven in com-
1 The B. I. S. N. steamer in which Swami Vivekananda went
to the West for the second time.